Kenneth R. Norman

Title: The LORD's Supper
Text: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Subject: The LORD's Supper
Theme: Just What Is The LORD's Supper
Intro. : 4 Basic Views As To What The Lord's Supper Represents (see attached). There are 3 basic ways that Christian churches observe the Lord's Supper. One way is by what is called "Closed Communion", in this, the church only allows those who are members in good standing to participate in the observance. Note: That all the disciples partook of the supper, even Judas whom we know was not in good standing (See John 12:6). A second method is that of "Open Communion". In this, everyone present is encouraged to participate in the observance of the Lord's Supper. What we practice here is the third method and it is known as "Close Communion". In this method everyone present is invited to participate, but only after they have been warned of the consequences of partaking in the Lord's Supper in an unworthy manner. Everyone present is urged to practice self-examination and then they can participate if they wish. In other words, only those who are in close communion with the Lord are encouraged to participate. 
Prop. : Every Christian Can Better Understand Just What Is The LORD's Supper 
Key Word: Aspects
Tran. Stat.: Every Christian Can Better Understand Just What Is The LORD's Supper By Looking At A Three Aspects Of The LORD's Supper.
We See:
I. The Problems Around The LORD's Supper Vs. 20-23
Was That: 
1. Communion Was Taken Lightly Vs. 20 
2. Concern Was Truthfully Lacking Vs. 21 
3. Christ Was Treasured Less Vs. 22-23
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II. The Purpose Of The LORD's Supper Vs. 24-26
1. To Put Us In Remembrance
a. Of His Sacrificial Offering Vs. 24-25
b. Of His Successful Accomplishments Vs. 26a & 26b
c. Of His Soon Return Vs. 26c
2. To Prompt or Persuade Us To Repent Vs. 27-29
a. Of Our Selfishness Vs. 21
b. Of Our Sins Vs. 27-28
c. Of Our Stupidity Vs. 29
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III. The Preparation Of The LORD's Supper Vs. 24-26
Should Consist Of:
1. A Proclamation Informing To Remember
a. The LORD's Sacrificial Offering 
b. The LORD's Successful Accomplishments 
c. The LORD's Soon Return
2. A Personal Investigation To Review 
a. The Certainty Of Your Relationship 
b. The Closeness Of Your Relationship 
c. The Concern Of Your Relationship 
3. A Public Invitation To Respond
a. Quickly 
b. Quietly 
4. A Private Invocation To Repent
a. To Christ e. To Your Church
b. To Your Companion f. To Your Comrades 
c. To Tour Children
5. A Partaker Inspired To Receive
a. The Body b. The Blood c. The Blessing
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Conclusion:
