The Reason Jonah Ran
Text: Jonah 1:1-3

Proposition: Every person should know that God is gracious and forgiving even when we do not deserve it. 

Over the years I have heard several reasons for the flight of Jonah. 
When I was in Sunday School the teacher emphasized the…

1) Fierceness of the People. 

Emphasized their Greatness – “that great city”


Enemies with God – “wickedness”
Later on I heard preachers emphasize the …

2) Fear of the Preacher. 
But as far as I can see the preacher had…


…No Fear of the Storm – “sleeper”


…No Fear of the Sea – “cast me forth into the sea”


…No Fear of the Sea Monster – “great fish”
But I am convinced from studying the Bible that the real reason that Jonah fled was because of the 
3) Fairness of their Penalty. 
If unchanged they would get what they deserved!

We find the reason Jonah fled in his own words…he actually tells us why he ran from this preaching engagement. Notice the reason Jonah ran was because He knew God and the God he knew would forgive them if they repented!
Jonah 4:1-2 “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.”

Every person should know the God that Jonah knew!

4) The Forgiveness of Providence/God

The Message he did not want to Preach was why Jonah Ran!

The Men he did not want to Reach was why Jonah Ran!

The Mercy he did not want to Teach was why Jonah Ran!

Jonah knew by experience this Unmerited Favor! – “Gracious”
– Getting What You Don’t Deserve!
Jonah knew by experience this Unlimited Forgiveness! – “Merciful” 



 - Not Getting What You Do Deserve! 


Jonah knew by experience this Unmeasured Fortitude! – “Slow to Anger”

Jonah knew that God was a God of Second Chances!

Just as in Jonah’s Prayer in Chapter 2, He knew they could exercise the following steps and God would respond in a favorable way.

1. Recognize where I am with God – “I am cast out of thy sight”
2. Repent from my wrong directions/decisions – “I will look again toward thy holy temple”
3. Rejoice in the forgiveness of God – “I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving”
