What In The Whale Is He Doing There?

Text: Jonah 1:17

Introduction: The Word of God tells us in Romans 8:28 that “All things work together for good…” Often we cannot see how things will ever work for good. Jonah was in just such a situation when he said, “When my soul fainted within me…” It would seem that Jonah’s running from God could never work out for our good and God’s glory but remember, “All things work together for good…” In Jonah 2:7 he said, “When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD…” When God gets involved all things can work together for good!
Proposition: Every Christian must believe that God can work “All Things” for our good and His Glory!

Transitional Phrase: Notice the following ways God was able to use Jonah’s Wayward Whale experience for our good and His Glory!!

I. Notice the Souls who Benefited – 4:11
3:5 – “So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.”

4:11 - Over 120,000 who were too young to determine their left from their right – 2years old or under!
This is the obvious manner in which God used Jonah’s Whale experience for the good of those who lived in Nineveh and thereby bringing glory to Himself.

II. Notice the Sign of the Burial and Resurrection – 2:6 “thou brought up my life from corruption,”

Christ made reference to this picture of His death, burial & resurrection in Matthew 12:39-41.
Jonah could not have predicted that his running from God could have ever turned out to be such a beautiful picture of our most sacred doctrine, The Gospel! Only the Providential Power of God could turn such a rebellious act into such a sacred icon.

Before the whale/Gospel – “cry against it” vs1:2

After the whale/Gospel – “preach unto it” vs3:2

III. Notice the Sailors who Believed – 1:5, 10, 16

An Ignorant Fear - Vs5 “Then the mariners were afraid…”


These sailing experts (mariners/shipmaster) were ignorant of the fact that this storm was from God.


The Ignorance of their Crying – “cried every man unto his god”



The Ignorance of their Casting – “cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea”


If they had known this was from God they would have known that these things were useless to do.

An Intelligent Fear - Vs10 “Then were the men exceedingly afraid…”


Now they KNOW why the storm is raging and they KNOW why they are afraid.

“For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD…”


An Inspired Fear - Vs16 “Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly…”

This is a life altering fear. These  men would never be the same after this “chance” meeting with Jonah during his “run” from God.
Proverbs 2:5 “Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.”
Proverbs 19:23 “The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.”
Just imagine these men returning to their pagan homes with this new “Fear of the Lord!” Thank God for His wonderful ability to “make all things work together for good!”
